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About this Unit Outline 
 
This unit outline contains information you will need to find your way around the unit, 
Christian Apologetics.  It attempts to provide a structure for your learning, giving 
details of the topics, and how they will be assessed.  
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Information about this unit 
 
 

Unit description 
The aim of this unit is to equip Christians in defending the Christian faith in the world 
today.  This unit will define apologetics ain relation to theology, study of religion and 
mission. It will cover intellectual attacks upon the Christian faith, Christian responses 
though out history, the question of truth presuppositions and verification as well as 
epistemology. It will also include critiques of the Christian faith – historical 
philosophical and behavioural.  Finally it will cover non super-natural and supernatural 
alternatives to the Christian belief and seek to help you build a coherent Christian 
world view in response. 
 
 

Learning objectives 
This unit will enable candidates to understand and describe the nature of apologetics 
within a Christian frame work. 
 It will assist you to think through some of the issues raised by critics of Christian 
belief. 
To impart to candidates the knowledge and skills to develop intelligent defences of the 
truth claims of Christian faith.   
To help candidate form a coherent Christian world view in response to currents in 
western thought 
 

 
 

How this unit is organised and what we expect of you 
Apologetics is taught each week over the 13 weeks of Semester One. Lectures are 
supported by handout and readings on moodle.  You will gain most from the lectures if 
you read each week's material in advance.  It is expected that you will need to give an 
average of 3-4 hours per week to this unit, including lectures.   
 
 

Teaching staff  
 

Lecturer  

Mark Baddeley 

E mbaddeley@qtc.edu.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mbaddeley@qtc.edu.au
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Unit timetable: topics and teaching and learning activities 
 

 LECTURE TOPIC 

WEEK 1 

 

Theological Foundations 

 

WEEK 2 

 

Apologetic frameworks 

 

WEEK 3 

 

Apologetic frameworks 

 

WEEK 4 

 

History of Apologetics 

PREACHING WEEK  

 

No Lectures 

WEEK 5 

 

History of Apologetics 

WEEK 6 

 

History of Apologetics 

 

WEEK 7 

  

Challenges to Christian faith 

EASTER HOLIDAYS No Lectures 

WEEK 8 

  

Challenges to Christian faith 

WEEK 9 

 

Challenges to Christian faith 

WEEK 10 

 

Apologetic arguments 

WEEK 11 

 

Apologetic arguments 

WEEK 12 

 

Apologetic arguments 

WEEK 13 

 

Constructing an apologetic approach 
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Assessment 
 
 

Assessment tasks 

 
PE420 
 

ASSESSMENT TASK(S) DESCRIPTION 

2500 Word 

Essay 

50% of Final Grade 

1.       Describe and critically evaluate the apologetic 
strategy in one substantial extant work by one of the 
Apologists 

2.       Outline some of the key challenges to the Christian 
faith offered by the New Atheism and some of the 
ways in which these challenges can be met.  

3.       Is it possible to defend the rationality of the 
Christian faith without implicitly endorsing an ‘I 
understand in order to believe’ view of the 
relationship of faith and reason? 

4.       What difference, if any, is there in apologetic 
practice between arguing from general revelation 
and offering a natural theology? What are the 
implications of your answer for how we should 
undertake apologetics? 

5.       Critically evaluate the usefulness of Aquinas ‘five 
ways’ as an argument for the existence of God. 

6.       Critically evaluate two theodicies for their utility in 
responding to the problems of evil and/or suffering. 

7.       Critically evaluate the usefulness of the argument 
from the fine tuning of the universe for the existence 
of God  

Take Home Exam 

2500 words 

50% of Final Grade 
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PE420(H) 
 

ASSESSMENT TASK(S) DESCRIPTION 

3,000 word Essay 

50% of Final Grade 

1.       Describe and critically evaluate Athanasius’ 
apologetic strategy in Against the Gentiles 

2.       Outline the nature of the challenge to the Christian 
faith presented in Hume’s An Equiry Concerning 
Human Understanding and some of the ways in 
which these challenges can be met.  

3.       How should a ‘faith seeking understanding’ view of 
the relationship of faith and reason influence our 
approach to apologetics? 

4.       Should apologetics focus more on arguments from 
creation or from special revelation (e.g. Scripture, the 
cross)? Why? 

5.       Critically evaluate the usefulness of the ontological 
argument and the argument that belief in God is a 
basic belief as arguments for the existence of God. 

6.       How should a Christian apologist respond to the 
challenge of the problems of evil and suffering? 

7.       Critically evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of 
the argument for the existence of God from the 
existence of morality.  

Take Home Exam 

3,000 words 

50% of Final Grade 
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PE620 
 

ASSESSMENT TASK(S) DESCRIPTION 

3,000 word Essay 

50% of Final Grade 

1.       Describe and critically evaluate Athanasius’ 
apologetic strategy in Against the Gentiles 

2.       Outline the nature of the challenge to the Christian 
faith presented in Hume’s An Equiry Concerning 
Human Understanding and some of the ways in 
which these challenges can be met.  

3.       How should a ‘faith seeking understanding’ view of 
the relationship of faith and reason influence our 
approach to apologetics? 

4.       Should apologetics focus more on arguments from 
creation or from special revelation (e.g. Scripture, the 
cross)? Why? 

5.       Critically evaluate the usefulness of the ontological 
argument and the argument that belief in God is a 
basic belief as arguments for the existence of God. 

6.       How should a Christian apologist respond to the 
challenge of the problems of evil and suffering? 

7.       Critically evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of 
the argument for the existence of God from the 
existence of morality.  

Take Home Exam 

3,000 words 

50% of Final Grade 

 

 

 
In order to pass the unit, you must 
 

 attain >50% overall 
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Learning resources 
 
 

ESSENTIAL REFERENCES 

There are no essential references for this course. Students may find specific items 
from the other references section sufficiently valuable to them to warrant purchase. 
 

OTHER REFERENCES 

 
 

Key references: 

Campbell-Jack, C. et al., eds. New Dictionary of Christian Apologetics. 

Leicester: IVP, 2006. 

 

Craig, W. L., Reasonable Faith: Christian Truth and Apologetics. 3rd ed. 

Wheaton: Crossway Books, 2008. 

 

Section A: Apologetics and the Nature of Truth 

Alexander, D. (ed.), Can We be Sure about Anything? : Science, Faith and 

Postmodernism. Leicester: Apollos, 2005. 

Cowan, S. B., (ed.), Five Views on Apologetics. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

2000. 

Dulles, A. R., A History of Apologetics. 2nd ed. San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 

2005. 

Edgar W., Reasons of the Heart; Recovering Christian Persuasion. 2nd ed. 

Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R, 2003. 

Oliphint, K. S., L. G. Tipton, eds., Revelation and Reason: New Essays in 

Reformed Apologetics. Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian and Reformed, 2007. 

Oliphint, K. S., The Battle Belongs to the Lord: The Power of Scripture for 

Defending our Faith. Phillipsburgh, NJ: Presbyterian & Reformed, 2003.  

Sire, J. W., Why Good Arguments Often Fail: Making a More Persuasive Case 

for Christ. Downers Grove: IVP, 2006. 

Stackhouse, J. G., Humble Apologetic: Defending the Faith Today. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2002. 

Taylor, J., Introducing Apologetics: Cultivating Christian Commitment. Grand 

Rapids: Baker Academic, 2006.` 
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Section B: Critiques of the Christian Faith 

Astley, J., et al., Problems in Theology: Science and Religion. London: T & T Clark, 

2004. 

Barnett, P., Finding the Historical Christ. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2009. 

Copan, P. and W. L. Craig, Contending with Christianity’s Critics: Answering New 

Atheists & Other Objectors. Nashville: Broadman and Holman Academic, 2009. 

Demski, W. A. and J. M. Kushiner, eds., Signs of Intelligence: Understanding 

Intelligent Design. Grand Rapids: Brazos, 2001. 

Dickson, J., The Christ Files: How Historians Know What They Know About Jesus. 

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010 

Falk, D. R., Coming to Peace with Science: Bridging the Worlds Between Faith and 

Biology. Downers Grove: IVP, 2004. 

Hunter, C. M., Darwin’s God: Evolution and the Problem of Evil. Grand Rapids: 

Brazos, 2001.  

Johnson, P., The Wedge of Truth: Splitting the Foundations of Naturalism. 

Downers Grove: IVP, 2000. 

Kaiser, W. C. Jr., The Old Testament Documents: Are They Reliable and Relevant? 

Downers Grove: IVP, 2001. 

Keller T., The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism. New York: Penguin, 

2008. 

McGrath, A., and McGrath, J. C., The Dawkins Delusion? Atheist Fundamentalism 

and the Denial of the Divine. Downers Grove: IVP, 2004. 

Samples, K. R., World of Difference, A: Putting Christian Truth-Claims to the 

Worldview Test. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2007. 

Stackhouse, J. G., Jr. Can God Be Trusted? Faith and the Challenge of Evil. 2nd ed. 

Downers Grove: IVP, 2008.  

 

Section C: Alternatives to Christian Belief 

Baggini, J., Atheism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2003. 

Clifford, R. and Johnson, P., Jesus and the Gods of the New Age: Communicating 

Christ in Today's Spiritual Supermarket. Oxford: Lion Publishing, 2001. 

Dickson, J., A Spectator's Guide to World Religions: An Introduction to the Big 

Five. Sydney: Blue Bottle Books, 2004. 

Glaser, I., The Bible and Other Faiths, Christian Doctrine in Global Perspective. 

Downers Grove: IVP, 2004. 

Green, M., But Don’t All Religions Lead to God?: Navigating the Multi-faith Maze. 

Leicester: IVP, 2002. 
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Hart, K., Postmodernism: A Beginner's Guide. Oxford: Oneworld 

Publications, 2004. 

Johnson, E. L. and Stanton, S. L., eds. Psychology and Christianity. Downers 

Grove: IVP, 2000. 

Netland, H., Encountering Religious Pluralism TheChallenge to Christian 

Faith & Mission. Downers Grove: IVP, 2001. 

Smart, S., A Spectator's Guide to Worldviews: Ten Ways of Understanding 

Life Five. Sydney: Blue Bottle, 2007. 

Zacharias, R., Jesus among Other Gods: The Absolute Claims of the Christian 

Message. Nashville: Word, 2000. 

 

Classics: 

Bush, L. R., ed. Classical readings in Christian apologetics, A.D. 100-1800. 

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1983. 

Lewis, C. S., Miracles: A Preliminary Study. London: Geoffrey Bles, 1948. 

Lewis, C. S., The Abolition of Man. New York: Macmillan, 1975, 1st Published 

1947. 

McGrath, A. E., Bridge-building: Effective Christian Apologetics. Leicester: 

IVP, 1992. 

Montgomery, J. W., Faith Founded On Fact: Essays in Evidential Apologetics. 

Nashville and New York: Thomas Nelson, 1978. 

Newbigin, L., Truth to Tell: The Gospel as Public Truth. Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1991. 

Richardson, A., Christian Apologetics. London: S.C.M., 1955. 

Schaeffer, F., The God Who is There: Speaking Historic Christianity into the 

Twentieth Century. Downers Grove: IVP, 1998. 

Van Til, C., The Defense of the Faith. 3rd ed. Phillipsburg: Presbyterian and 

Reformed, 1967. 
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ACT Standards  
Grades 
Grades in assessment instruments are awarded in the following categories- 

Grade  Score  GPA 

Fail (F)  0-49%  0 

Pass (P) 50-57%  1 

Pass+(P+) 58-64%  1.5 

Credit (C) 65-74%  2 

Distinction (D) 75-84%  3 

High Distinction (HD) 85+% 4 

 
Note that for LA units, the percentages required for the above grades vary slightly from 
the above.  Please consult the ACT Manuals for details. 
 

Undergraduate Degree (300–400 level) 
 
Foundational 300 Level 
Units at foundational level introduce 
undergraduate students to the introductory 
features, broad scope and principles of a 
discipline or topic.  The study of primary 
sources and the principles underlying their 
analysis are introduced, especially in Biblical 
Studies and Church History and where 
relevant in other fields of study.  The 
foundation for the critical evaluation of ideas 
is established.   

 Advanced 400 Level 
Units at advanced level build upon foundational 
studies.  Critical issues raised by a broad range 
of contemporary scholars are introduced and 
evaluated; primary sources are analysed in 
depth; and the critical and evaluative faculties of 
the students are developed in dialogue with 
scholarly literature. 

   
PASS  PASS 
attempts to engage primary sources and is 
aware of their significance for the discipline 

 demonstrates an engagement with primary 
sources 

evidences a basic understanding of the 
foundational features of the discipline 

 has begun to grasp the foundational features of 
the discipline 

shows an awareness of relevant scholarly 
viewpoints without necessarily engaging these 
in depth 

 is beginning to engage with a range of scholarly 
viewpoints 

   
CREDIT  CREDIT 
demonstrates an engagement with primary 
sources 

 demonstrates ability in engaging primary 
sources, is beginning to understand their setting 
and historical context 

has begun to grasp the foundational features 
of the discipline 

 evidences a grasp of the foundational features 
of the discipline 

is beginning to engage with a range of 
scholarly viewpoints 

 demonstrates emerging skills in the task of 
critically evaluating a range of scholarly 
viewpoints 
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DISTINCTION  DISTINCTION 
demonstrates ability in engaging primary 
sources, is beginning to understand their 
setting and historical context 

 demonstrates pronounced ability in engaging 
primary sources and understands their setting 
and historical context 

evidences a grasp of the foundational features 
of the discipline 

 evidences a sound grasp of the foundational 
features of the discipline 

demonstrates emerging skills in the task of 
critically evaluating a range of scholarly 
viewpoints 

 shows an ability to evaluate critically a range of 
scholarly viewpoints with empathy 

   
HIGH DISTINCTION  HIGH DISTINCTION 
demonstrates pronounced ability in engaging 
primary sources and understands their setting 
and historical context 

 demonstrates pronounced ability in the analysis 
of primary sources and understands their setting 
and historical context 

evidences a sound grasp of foundational 
features of the discipline 

 evidences a confident grasp of the foundational 
features of the discipline 

shows an ability to evaluate critically a range 
of scholarly viewpoints with empathy 

 exhibits an ability to evaluate and assess 
empathetically a range of scholarly viewpoints 
that suggests the emergence of independent 
thinking and research skills required at early 
postgraduate level 
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Postgraduate Level (500-600) 
Foundational MDiv, GradDip (500) Level  
 
Units at foundational level introduce graduate 
students to the foundational features and 
principles of a discipline or topic. The critical 
and evaluative faculties of students are 
developed. 

 MDiv Advanced (600) Level  
 
Building upon both knowledge and skills 
developed at foundational levels, candidates will 
be expected to analyse texts and ideas and 
come to independent judgements in a select 
area of study. 

   
Pass 
The candidate demonstrates an engagement 
with primary sources, has begun to grasp the 
foundational features of the discipline, and 
evidences engagement with a range of 

scholarly viewpoints. 

 Pass 
The candidate demonstrates ability in engaging 
the primary sources, evidences a grasp of the 
foundational features of the discipline, and 
exhibits engagement with a range of scholarly 
viewpoints. 

Credit 
The candidate demonstrates ability in 
engaging the primary sources, evidences a 
grasp of the foundational features of the 
discipline, and exhibits engagement with a 
range of scholarly viewpoints. 

 Credit 
The candidate demonstrates a pronounced 
ability to engage primary sources, exhibits a 
sound grasp of the foundational features of the 
discipline, and evidences ability in the task of 
critically evaluating a range of scholarly 
viewpoints. 

Distinction 
The candidate demonstrates a pronounced 
ability to engage primary sources, exhibits a 
sound grasp of the foundational features of 
the discipline, and evidences ability in the task 
of critically evaluating a range of scholarly 
viewpoints. 

 Distinction 
The candidate demonstrates a pronounced 
ability in the analysis of primary sources and in 
the tasks of critically evaluating and assessing 
empathically a range of scholarly points of view. 

High Distinction 
The candidate demonstrates a pronounced 
ability in the analysis of primary sources and 
in the tasks of critically evaluating and 
assessing empathically a range of scholarly 
points of view. 

 High Distinction 
The candidate demonstrates superior ability 
in the analysis and critique of primary 
sources and ideas in critical dialogue with a 
wide range of scholarly points of view 
reporting these empathically.  
 

 
 

 


